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Attached is a memorandum for the
record on my session with Grey Rushford.
Please pardon the length I thought
detail might be desirable in this case.
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2 December 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Session with Mr. Greg Rushford, Member of the
Staff, House Select Committee on Intelligence

1. I met with Mr. Rushford at the Rayburn Building
today at his request. '

2. Mr. Rushford began by making some general obser-
vations about the mission of the Select Committee. He
then alluded to what I believe he called the "myth" that
the Board of National Estimates had been abolished because
it was not amenable to political pressures, and in the
belief that the NIO structure would be more responsive
to the interests of policymakers. I told him that T §id
not know why the Board of National Estimates had been
abolished and that he would have to ask James Schlesinger
that question. I alluded to various things which had been
said about the Board, e.g., that its product was unread
and irrevelant to the needs of policymakers, that its out-
put was not sharp and meant all things to all people, etc.
I said that Schlesinger at cne point had made it known to

the Board that he had taken over his job with two questions:

. Whether the NIE should be preserved as an art form and -
whether the Board of National Estimates should be pre-
served as an institution. He said he had come to an
affirmative answer with respect to the art form, but the
question of the Board was still open. I remarked that I
did not believe that the question was still open at that
time. As far as the NIO structure was cancerned, I told
him that I had never been the subject of pressure from
anybody to do anything. I said that I could not speak
for my colleagues, but that as far as T was aware, that
was true of them as well. I stated that we were profeg-
sionals and that our stock in trade was credibility. IFf
we lost that there would be nothing left. I said that
both the DCI and the D/DCI/NIO had repeatedly expressed
such sentiments. o
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case, take a footnote, and then subside. I made par-
ticular reference in this context to representatives of
the Air Force. Mr. Rushford asked me if I knew General
Keegan. I said that I did, but only in the USIB con-
text. I said that I did not see how any Air Force in-
telligence chief could be fully objective. During this
discussion, I noted that it was not just in the Defense
- Department that departmental interests had an impact

‘on intelligence judgments. I also acknowledged that we
were all human, and subject to human fallibility.

9. Mr. Rushford stated (whether as his view or
as a rapporteur I do not remember) that intelligence
positions were often taken because of the known views
of a superior on the particular issue. He cited as an
example Secretary McNamara, implying that intelligence
types fell into line with whatever was agreeable to the
known views of the Secretary. :

National Intelligence Officer
for Latin America
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